Henrik Norbeck’s Top 40 Session Tunes
This is my selection of basic session tunes for beginner players of Irish traditional music.
Numbers refer to my tune collection at www.norbeck.nu/abc
Only the "bare bones" of the tunes are given here.
You’ll also have to learn the playing style — ornamentation, rhythmisation, variation.
Chords are my suggestions — feel free to improve them.

22. The Banshee reel James McMahon
McMahon’s
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48. Cooley’s reel Joe Mills, Galway (1938)
Luttrell’s Pass
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18. Drowsy Maggie reel
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79. The Mountain Road reel Michael Gorman (1895-1970)
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reel
Bars 1-6 are played one octave up by flutes, whistles and pipes.
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50. Farewell to Erin
Farewell to Ireland
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Henrik Norbeck’s Top 40 Session Tunes
reel
Also played in G

776. The Foxhunter’s Reel
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17. The Merry Blacksmith
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Niel Gow, Scotland (1727-1807)

reel

55. Mrs McLeod’s
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23. The Sally Gardens
44. The Musical Priest
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462. Saint Anne’s Reel

39. The Silver Spear

a1\
ANV

i

>

.

P
>
T

P

> o

—

)" A T

[ o N L




Henrik Norbeck’s Top 40 Session Tunes

reel

11. The Star of Munster
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3. Banish Misfortune
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235. The Blarney Pilgrim
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Last two bars played EFG A3 on pipes, whistle and flute

79. The Cliffs of Moher
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234. The Connaughtman’s Rambles
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186. The Lilting Banshee

The Miller of Glenmire

103. Jimmy Ward’s Jig
41. The Kesh Jig
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30. Morrison’s Jig
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24. Out on the Ocean
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47. Tripping Up the Stairs

Tripping Upstairs

13. Saddle the Pony
The Priests Leap
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31. The Kid on the Mountain
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slip jig

2. The Foxhunter’s Jig
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4. Merrily Kiss the Quaker’s Wife
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hornpipe

47. The Boys of Bluehill
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44. Harvest Home hornpipe
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3. The Rights of Man hornpipe James Hill (1811-1853)
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2. Ballydesmond Polka polka
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3. Ballydesmond Polka polka
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Also played in G
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polka

12. Egan’s Polka
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9. John Ryan’s
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19. Maggie in the Wood
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carolan Turlough O’Carolan (1670—1738)

3. Sheebeg Sheemore
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Tune types in order of difficulty (easiest to most difficult):
polka, carolan, jig, single jig, slip jig, slide, hornpipe, set dance, reel

Visit my abc tune collection at www.norbeck.nu/abc

There you will find abc’s for more than 1800 Irish tunes,

many of them with variations and different versions.

Good Luck!
/Henrik Norbeck



